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 2010 is the European Year for 
Combating Poverty and Social 
Exclusion.

 Vladimír Špidla (former EU Social 
Affairs Commissioner): “The fight 
against poverty and social exclusion 
is one of the European Union’s 
central objectives and our shared 
approach has been an important 
tool to guide and support action in 
the Member States (2007).



 In all Member States, part of the 
population is subject to exclusion and 
deprivation. 

 19% of the children are at risk of 
poverty across the European Union.

 1 in 10 live in households where all 
members are unemployed.



 Examples of socially excluded groups include:

◦ addicts and substance abusers, 

◦ youth offenders, 

◦ victims of crime, 

◦ ethnic and cultural minorities, 

◦ illiterates and truants, 

◦ unemployed persons, 

◦ disabled persons, 

◦ low income households and people on benefit,

◦ rurally deprived people, 

◦ problem families.



 These include:

◦ bad governance, 

◦ adverse climatic conditions, 

◦ lack of education opportunities, 

◦ no proper national health programmes,

◦ human trafficking, 

◦ violence, 

◦ wars, 

◦ drug abuse.



 We live in a modern world, where education, 
information technology and the computer play an 
important role in our life. 

 The so-called “Computer Age” demands that every 
person in a civilised society will have, at least, the 
most basic numeracy, literacy and IT skills, for 
example for employment purposes.

 In a modern society it is difficult to find a decent job 
if a person lacks basic education and certain basic 
skills. And, of course, this has a ripple effect on other 
issues: unemployment, criminality, violence, illnesses, 
poor housing conditions, lack of access to certain 
services that are obtained against payment, etc.



 One-third of deaths – about 18 million 
people a year (or 50,000 a day) – are due to 
poverty related causes. 

 11 million children living in poverty die 
before their fifth birthday.

 1.02 billion people go to bed hungry every 
night.
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 International research: there is a higher risk 
of educational underachievement for 
children who stem from low-income 
housing circumstances. This often is a 
process that starts in primary schools for 
some less fortunate children. 



 Various definitions:

◦ Socrates: education was about drawing out 
what was already within the student. 

◦ The Sophists: promised to give students the 
necessary knowledge and skills so that they can 
gain positions with the city-state.

◦ Aristotle (On Education): education is central –
the fulfilled person was an educated person.

◦ The word education comes from the Latin 
educere - “to lead out.”



 Eric Hoffer: “The central task of education is 
to implant a will and facility for learning; it 
should produce not learned but learning 
people. The truly human society is a learning 
society, where grandparents, parents, and 
children are students together.”  

 Carol Ann Tomlinson: “The central job of 
schools is to maximize the capacity of each 
student.” 



 Education is much more than the transmission of 
knowledge. Education is also (and must be) an 
experience for life. 

 The learning process becomes relevant when the 
learner can connect and relate what s/he has 
learned in class with real life experiences.

 Teachers are also responsible to make this 
connection happen and to support their students 
in establishing this link between their school 
work and their personal experiences.



 Principle 7 (p. 27) states that: “This 
integration [between the content 
learned in class and the child’s own 
experiences] helps students to 
establish a relationship between the 
different areas of knowledge and 
encourages an interdisciplinary 
application of knowledge, skills and 
attitudes.”



 Yvonne Hébert and Alan Sears (undated report): 

◦ “Citizenship education remains a relatively low 
priority in education systems around the world. 
This is somewhat ironic, given the sense of crisis 
in the field. Nevertheless, the editors, of the 
recent book on Phase 1 of the IEA Civics Study, 
concluded that citizenship education was a low 
status subject in all 24 of the countries which 
participated in that study. This seems to be 
particularly true in educational systems which 
rely heavily on high stakes examinations for 
promotion and university entrance.” (p. 4)



 Carole Hahn: there is a clear 
connection between positive attitudes 
towards participation in democratic 
civic life and schools that allow 
students to be involved in school 
governance and openly discuss and 
take action on important public issues.



 Study on Active Citizenship Education, DG 
for Education and Culture (2007):
“Learning active citizenship is part of 
fighting discrimination by including all 
citizens without discrimination, underlining 
the importance of the citizenship dimension 
and bringing into force the anti-racism 
directive.”



 Curriculum development
◦ Syllabi that are connected with and linked to real 

life experiences.

◦ Relationship between theory and practice.

◦ Subject areas that are more related to each other.

◦ Student-centred syllabi.

◦ The importance and relevance of expressive arts in 
education: drama, music and art.



 Drama and role-playing are important because 
they encourage the expression new ideas. 

 Adam Blatner (1991): “Role playing uses a variety 
of dramatic devices such as replaying a scene or a 
part of a scene, making asides, and (fairly unique 
to this method) especially role reversal. This last 
technique represents the best way to learn how to 
understand what it’s like to be in the other 
person’s situation, and role reversal thus is an 
effective method for developing the skills of 
empathy.”



 The arts are important because they 
contribute to the development of human 
intelligence.

 International research also shows that arts 
offer the means to reach the great diversity 
of human beings in every school.

 A thematic art exhibition by the children in 
the school’s hall, in one of the school’s main 
corridors, or else in any other prominent 
place in the building, serves as a celebration 
of ideas, talents, achievements and diversity.



 Apart from being an opportunity for self-
expression, music brings the inner world of 
the individual person into the outer world of 
real life. 

 Dee Dickinson (1993): “music education 
contributes for the development of the 
person’s higher order thinking skills, 
including analysis, synthesis, logic and 
creativity”. 



 Student councils look into various needs of 
students in a school and address their 
concerns.

 Student councils serve as connecting points 
between the school’s administration and the 
students. Through student councils, the 
elected representatives work together and 
develop their leadership skills.

 A student council can bring about change in 
and improve the school’s social environment.



 Thematic assemblies can take 
different forms.

 Thematic assemblies are ideal for 
the celebration of remembrance 
days.

 The success of thematic assemblies 
depends on careful planning and on 
the degree of pupil involvement and 
active participation.



 Neil Hawkes (2000): “A high quality school 
assembly is one of the most important 
aspects of a school’s curriculum. Its potential 
to nurture a positive school ethos that 
stresses care for the self, others and the 
pursuit of all forms of excellence should not 
be underestimated. It powerfully nurtures the 
development of intrapersonal intelligence … 
and can make a positive contribution to pupil 
self-development and therefore be at the 
heart of raising achievement and standards.”



 Wojciech Starzyński, President of the Civic 
Educational Association (Poland): “It is the 
organisations, foundations and other forms 
of citizen association that create the 
foundations of democracy” (Council of 
Europe Conference on “The Role of NGOs in 
Education for Democratic Citizenship” 
(Warsaw, 21-24 April 2005).



 Some of the main local NGOs are:
◦ KOPIN, 
◦ Third World Group, 
◦ Inizjamed, and
◦ Kooperattiva Kummerċ Ġust (Fair Trade 

Cooperative).

 NGOs in Malta form part of the national 
platform of NGDOs called SKOP (in short for 
Solidarjetà u Kooperazzjoni – Solidarity and 
Cooperation).



 These can include:

◦ Stand-up campaigns;

◦ Fund raising, and

◦ Visits to place of interest, like refugee open centres.

Apart from enhancing what they have learned in the 
classroom, organised and well-planned school activities 
help children to work together in teams or groups, to voice 
their opinion and act collectively in a joint effort for a 
common cause to show solidarity towards each other, 
particularly with the marginalised peers, and hence to show 
a sense of altruism towards the needy 

They are also a means that help children in their character 
formation.



Helen Phtiaka (University of 
Cyprus) (2007): “Is inclusion just 
about children with special 
needs or about schools and 
professionals changing to 
ensure that no-one is left out?” 



 Teacher pre-service and in-service training 
should take the multicultural aspect into 
consideration. 

 It is useless to have syllabi and curricula that 
contain aspects of diversity and multiculturalism, 
when teachers (or aspiring teachers) get little 
training in this area. 

 Teacher training should include accurate 
guidance about cultural diversity, intercultural 
understanding as well as multicultural education.

 It is important that official curricula and syllabi as 
well as teacher training will be complementary to 
each other. 



 Carmel Cefai (2007): “Adequate preparation will ensure 
that newly qualified teachers will develop positive attitudes 
towards inclusive education very early in their career, 
leading to confidence and competence in teaching in 
inclusive settings and consequently towards more effective 
inclusive education in our schools.”

 Paloma Bourgonje (2009): “Teachers alone cannot shoulder 
the responsibility for raising awareness, and acting on, 
acceptance, tolerance and recognition of human rights in 
society. However, they can contribute to it in the school 
setting and set an example for the entire community. The 
need for quality education for all should be a common 
public concern and teachers have a critical role to play in 
providing this. However, proper training and support for 
teachers is an essential order to fulfil this task.”



 What is quality education after all? 

 It is a celebration of diversity where 
all children live together and react 
in harmony in a single community 
through different forms of formal 
and informal education. 

 It is through this celebration that 
children develop themselves into 
the future leaders of their society. 
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